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Program Background

The Division of Parks and Recreation manages the Federal Recreational Trails Program (RTP) for
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. The intent of the RTP is to leverage local funds
to develop trails and trail-related recreational needs in an effort to provide low infrastructure economic
development opportunities through natural resource tourism.

Supporting data from 1999 to 2013 indicates our state has received approximately $37,553,809
in requests for funding. From those requests, the state has awarded $23,127,723 to sustainable RTP trail
projects statewide. These RTP funds, in combination with in-kind services and matching funds, total
$49,716,189 that have been applied to trail and greenway projects for the citizens of North Carolina.

RTP in North Carolina is enabled by the legislation, Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21
Century Act (MAP-21) which reauthorized the RTP Program for fiscal years 2013 and 2014. RTP funding
comes from the Federal Highways Administration (FHWA) through the NC Division of Transportation and
is administered by the State Trails Program within the NC Division of Parks and Recreation. Since 1993,
RTP funding in North Carolina has been used to provide recreational opportunities for hikers,
equestrians, bicyclists, paddlers, and off-highway vehicle (OHV) users.

The North Carolina Trails Committee, composed of seven citizen user group representatives
appointed by the Secretary of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, has focused on
funding projects that are sustainable, community-supported, and partnership-oriented. Together with
additional financial and social capital, local communities continue to leverage RTP funds to maximize
their project value and meet public needs.

The positive effect RTP funding has had across our local communities is exemplified in the
Jackrabbit Mountain Bike and Hiking Trail System in Clay County, NC. Approximately 15 miles of trail on
the shores of Lake Chatuge were constructed in cooperation with the Southern Appalachian Bicycle
Association, US Forest Service, and Clay County Communities Revitalization Association. Local
businesses provided additional funding and in-kind services, while volunteers also spent many hours
physically working on the project. The Clay County Schools and Health Department were also active
partners in the effort. Overall, the shared goals of recreation, physical activity and fitness for all ages,
environmental conservation, “green” tourism, and economic development promoted partnerships
within the local communities.

In a time when government funding is limited, communities throughout the state are seeking
sources of capital to invest for their citizens on a local, regional, and statewide scale. Trails and
greenways encourage physical activity, connect citizens to the environment, and provide alternative
transportation options within our communities.
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Charts & Graphs

The Division of Parks and Recreation through the State Trails Program received 39 grant requests
totaling 5,381,222 for grant projects in 2013. Of those requested funds, the NCTC recommended
awards for 33 grant projects totaling $4,335,542 to leverage $2,873,254 of grantee matching funds to
provide economic development and recreational resources to 28 counties with North Carolina.

2013 RTP Dollar Amount Comparison by Region
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Figure 1 - Regional Comparison Graph

For the 2013 Grant Year funding requests for .
i 2013 RTP NCTC Funding Awards by User Type
RTP per user group were analyzed and funding
recommendations were balanced based on the
percentage of requests received per user
group. W Canoe/Kayak
B Cquestrian

O Greenway
Otlike
OMountain Bike

oty

Figure 2- Statewide Distribution of Funds by User
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Project Number

2013 RTP Annual Grant Recommendation Summary

Sponsor Name

Project Summary

Amount Requested NCTC Award Amount

2013_RTP-01 USDA Forest Service - Contract the renovation of 20 miles $175,000.00 $175,000.00
Grandfather Ranger District  of off-highway vehicle roads and
trails, as well as improve signs and
support facilities.
2013_RTP-02 Friends of the Mountains to Acquire and install a pedestrian $45,679.00 Application
Sea Trail bridge to cross High Shoals Creek on Withdrawn
an existing section of the
Mountains-to-Sea State Trail
2013_RTP-03 Town of Cramerton Acquire and install a pedestrian $200,000.00 $0.00
bridge to cross the South Cawatba
River providing a link between the
town's amphitheater and Goat
Island Park
2013_RTP-04 Town of Hillsborough Acquire and install 580 feet of $198,766.00 $198,766.00
boardwalk to extend existing trails
in River Park to a proposed
Nash/Kollock Trail Head
2013_RTP-05 Durham County Acquire and install four pedestrian $200,000.00 $200,000.00
bridges, construct a parking area as
well as acquire and install trail signs
for the Hollow Rock Access Area.
2013_RTP-06 N.C. Wildlife Resources Construct the Burch Station paddle $141,500.00 $141,500.00
Commission access and renovate the existing
Yadkin Shore/NC 601 paddle access
to the Yadkin River Paddle Trail.
2013_RTP-07 Pamlico-Tar River Construct 5 camping platforms $75,000.00 $75,000.00
Foundation along the Tar-Pamlico River system
from Rocky Mount to Blount's Bay.
2013_RTP-08 City of Jacksonville Construct 3650 feet of the Lejeune $200,000.00 $0.00
Greenway, Phase 1
2013_RTP-09 USDA Forest Service- Renovate the 2.7 mile Fontana Loop $200,000.00 $200,000.00
Cheoah Ranger District Trail for hiking and mountain bicycle
use including the acquisition and
installation of a needed bridge
2013_RTP-10 USDA Forest Service - Renovate the Supertree Trail and $47,670.00 $47,670.00
Uwharrie National Forest maintain the Wood Run Area
mountain bicycle trails
2013_RTP-11 USDA Forest Service - Maintain 17 miles of Off-Highway $86,400.00 $86,400.00
Uwharrie National Forest Vehicle trails
2013_RTP-12 Town of Erwin Construct and sign a 1.5-mile $84,200.00 $84,200.00
connector trail between the Dunn-
Erwin Rail-Trail and the Cape Fear
River Park.
2013_RTP-13 City of Randleman Construct a 6100 foot expansion of $199,000.00 $199,000.00
the Deep River Nature Trail
2013_RTP-14 USDA Forest Service - Reroute and renovate sections of $97,208.00 $97,208.00

Uwharrie National Forest

N.C. DPR - State Trails Program
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Project Number

2013_RTP-15

2013_RTP-16

2013_RTP-17

2013_RTP-18

2013_RTP-19

2013_RTP-20

2013_RTP-21

2013_RTP-22

2013_RTP-23

2013_RTP-24

2013_RTP-25

2013_RTP-26

2013_RTP-27

2013_RTP-28

2013_RTP-29

Sponsor Name
City of Graham

SORBA

City of Raleigh

Caldwell County Pathways

University of North Carolina
Asheville Foundation, Inc.

Alamance County Parks and
Recreation

Town of Cary

City of Asheville

Cape Fear Resource
Conservation &
Development

McDowell County

SORBA-Pisgah

SORBA/Greensboro Fat Tire

Wayne County-Planning

Brushy Mountain Cyclist
Club

Town of Troutman

N.C. DPR - State Trails Program

Project Summary

Acquire 8.3 acres of land to further
develop the Haw River Trail, a
segment of North Carolina's
Mountains-to-Sea State Trail

Contract construction of 12,000 feet
of mountain bicycle trail, and close
and rehabilitate 10,000 feet of
existing degraded mountain bicycle
trail in Lake Crabtree County Park

Construct a .811 mile River Bend
section of the Neuse River Greenway

Contract construction of 7,250 feet
of paved greenway, Phase 1 of the
Lenoir Greenway

Construct 1,295 feet of greenway of
the Glenn's Creek Greenway
connecting Weaver Park and
Magnolia Park

Acquire 78 acres and construct 6
miles of new equestrian trail for
existing Cedar Rock Park.

Acquire public use easements from
private property owners to enable
the completion of the White Oak
Creek Greenway.

Construct a 1.25 mile section of the
Beaucatcher Greenway

Construct 500 feet of boardwalk at
Lake Waccamaw State Park to
connect two trails.

Acquire and install a 80 foot
pedestrian bridge on the Catawba
Falls Trail and renovate trail to
bridge crossing.

Contract the rehabilitation of 58.9
miles of trail in the Pisgah National
Forest

Contract construction of 14 miles of
mountain bicycle trail on
Greensboro Watershed lands and
within Guilford County's Bryan Park.

Contract construction of the 2.25
mile Reedy Branch Greenway

Construct 5 miles of mountain
bicycle trail in Cub Creek Park.

Construct 2,970 feet of greenway to
extend the Richardson Greenway to
connect the YMCA to the
Fairgrounds.

Amount Requested

$30,000.00

$71,092.00

$200,000.00

$200,000.00

$200,000.00

$179,989.20

$200,000.00

$200,000.00

$15,366.00

$168,500.00

$183,400.00

$199,998.00

$200,000.00

$55,400.00

$56,526.00

NCTC Award Amount

$30,000.00

$71,092.00

$200,000.00

$200,000.00

$200,000.00

$179,989.00

$0.00

$0.00

$15,366.00

$168,500.00

$183,400.00

$199,998.00

$200,000.00

$55,400.00

$56,526.00
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Project Number

Sponsor Name

Project Summary

Amount Requested NCTC Award Amount

2013_RTP-30 NC Rail Trails/Elkin Valley Acquire and install a culvert to $18,027.50 $18,027.00
enable the extension of the Elkin &
Allegany Rail Trail
2013_RTP-31 Sertoma 4-H Educational Contract construction of 6 miles of $134,720.00 $134,720.00
Center mountain bicycle trail at Camp
Sertoma 4H Educational Center
2013_RTP-32 City of Goldsboro Parks & Construct 1 mile of paved $200,000.00 $200,000.00
Recreation greenway, acquire 41 acres of land,
and purchase tools for volunteers to
construct 5 miles of mountain
bicycle trail.
2013_RTP-33 Henderson County Contract construction of a 2,400 $200,000.00 $200,000.00
linear feet loop trail in Westfeldt
Park.
2013_RTP-34 USDA Forest Service - Renovate a .4 mile section of the $25,000.00 $25,000.00
Grandfather Ranger District  Falls Branch Trail and to construct
an observation deck to ADA
standards.
2013_RTP-35 USDA Forest Service - Construct an elevated boardwalk $100,000.00 $100,000.00
Nantahala Ranger District over an icy section of Whiteside
Mountain Trail
2013_RTP-36 USDA Forest Service - Maintain 21 miles of off-highway $99,945.00 $99,945.00
Nantahala Ranger District vehicle trails
2013_RTP-37 Brunswick County Contract construction of 9,300 feet $200,000.00 $0.00
of paved greenway within Town
Creek Park
2013_RTP-38 Wake County Contract construction of 3 miles of $92,835.00 $92,835.00
new mountain bicycle trail and
improve existing trail in Harris Lake
County Park
2013_RTP-39 Town of Lake Lure Construct 2 miles of mountain $200,000.00 $200,000.00

bicycle trail in Buffalo Creek Park

|App|ications Received = 39 |

Applications Recommended
for Award =33

$5,381,221.70

$4,335,542.00
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