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 Recreational Trails Program (RTP)
2017 Final Application 
 
*** This application must be completed on a personal computer, not an Apple product. ***
 
Applications received after: Friday, May 27, 2016  (11:59 pm) will not be considered for funding.
 
Please contact the State Trails Program if you have questions regarding this application.
 
It is strongly recommended that all applicants carefully review the
RTP Information Package before completing this form and supplemental materials.
  
All answer boxes highlighted in RED are required before document can be submitted! 
If you have specific questions regarding RTP legislation, please reference the FHWA - RTP website 
Information provided here and in the Budget section will be used to generate a State Grant Contract if awarded. Be sure to provide accurate and succinct information.
ATTENTION:  All contacts and correspondence in reference to this project will be sent to the Project Contact that is listed below. 
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..\Downloads\DPR_LOGO_2013_color.jpg
TRAIL PROJECT INFORMATION
Please provide sufficient information, including the closest street address or road intersection, city/town and zip code, to enable staff to locate your trail project on a map. If the project area has a 911 location, provide this information.  The latitude and longitude will be used to verify information you provide in the environmental review.
Legislative Information (for project site)
(Include all districts if project falls in multiple districts)
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The Division of Parks and Recreation, State Trails Program and the North Carolina Trails Committee value trail projects that are legal, safe, and managed, that provide connectivity, legal public access and parking. Trail projects that simply dead end or circle athletic fields will not rank highly for funding. Please don't hesitate to contact our staff if you have any questions. 
TRAIL PROJECT DETAILS
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25. Trail project designation - please select the highest ranking designation for your project. 
      (Trail designation is applicable for Signs/Blazes and Tools/Equipment)
28. Indicate ALL permissible trail uses for this RTP project:
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Economically Feasible: the proposed trail project must have adequate funding sources to justify the costs of construction and long term maintenance.
Legally Permissible: Only those uses that are, or may be, legally allowed and fall within environmental regulation will be considered for trail projects.
Physically Possible: Any potential use must be physically possible given the size, shape, topography, and other characteristics of the site.
Definitions for Components of Sustainability:
Questions 29 - 37 on the following pages relate directly to your project description and will determine the overall sustainability of your proposed trail project as compared to peer applications. The Division of Parks and Recreation, State Trails Program and the North Carolina Trails Committee feel that the definitions listed below best define each level of sustainability required to produce a quality trail project.  
          Sustainability is defined as:  a project that is economically feasible, environmentally appropriate, structurally
         sound, with demonstrated, quantifiable social and fiscal support from the sponsoring community, which
         ultimately provides the greatest return on the investment of public funds.
 It is highly recommended that you read these definitions carefully before completing questions 29 - 38.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION REQUIREMENTS
Maximally Productive: the proposed trail project must indicate that all potential opportunities have been leveraged, that the proposed project does not duplicate other efforts of the same scale and location and shows a defined public need for use of public funds.
Physically Possible: 
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Legally Permissible: 
Economically Feasible:
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Maximally Productive:
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BUDGET INFORMATION
Maximum Grant Award = $100,000, Minimum Grant Award = $10,000
The RTP Grant Program is a reimbursement grant program.  A grantee must first pay for approved deliverables and will be reimbursed by the State for approved costs.
 
The RTP is a matching grant program.  It requires a minimum 25% match for every RTP dollar received.  The match may be made with cash,in-kind contributions or force labor, all listed matches will be noted in the State Grant Contract and a grantee will be expected to account for all listed matches. All match funding must be expended during the contract period of an awarded RTP grant.
 
Enter the amount of RTP funding requested and your minimum required match will be calculated.
 
 
 
Grant recipients must be able to finance the project while periodically requesting reimbursement.
 
 
 
Accepted In-Kind Matches & Values:
Volunteer Labor =                            $21.47 per hour
                                             Estimate the number of volunteer hours required for each task and multiply by $21.47         
                                             per hour volunteer time as noted by the Independentsector.org at 
                                             http://www.independentsector.org/volunteer_time.
 
Volunteer Labor 16 & under =          $7.25 per hour
                                             For volunteers age 16 and younger, use the state minimum wage of $7.25 per hour.          
                                             Sponsors must submit and retain individual time records signed by all volunteers
 
Skilled Labor =                            Fair market value of labor per hour with proper documentation
 
Donated Equipment =                   FEMA Equipment rates - see website
                                             http://www.fema.gov/schedule-equipment-rates
 
Donated Materials =                   Fair market value of materials with proper documentation from provider
 
Donated Land =                            Appraised value of land donated within 18 months of fully executed          
                                             State Grant Contract with proper documentation of land value
 
Other =                                     Fair market value of In-Kind match/donation with documentation and/or          
                                             receipts of purchase
 
Accepted Force Account & Values:
Force Equipment =                   FEMA Equipment rates - see website
                                             http://www.fema.gov/schedule-equipment-rates
 
Force Labor =                            Current hourly rate of pay for employee labor per hours worked for the
                                             associated deliverable
 
Force Account Land =                   Value of land acquired within 18 months of fully executed State Grant          
                                             Contract
X  25%  =
Budget Section Guidance
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Deliverables DescriptionDefine: who or what; hours or quantity; and what is to be accomplished         
 
*USFS Applicants: Please list the Sub-Category (Use descriptions i -vi on outline) in the Dimensions/ Description Box
Please select the "+" button to add additional rows. 
Deliverable
#
Fund Request/
Match Type
Item

Dimensions / Description 
(Ex: Length, width & height)
Accomplished
By
Unit
Rate
Value
Cash Request from Recreational Trails Program
Cash and In-Kind Match
Cash Request + In-Kind Match = Project Total
Cash Match + In-Kind Match = Match Total 
NOTE: Summary page will self-populate, please use as reference to be sure all your totals are accurate.
Summary of Budget Information
Non-Contractual Contributions
Please use this area to describe any additional contributions your project may have. This section of contributions will not be included in your contract deliverables. This section is to document the full contribution your project will provide to the local communities. 
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Environmental Review
 
Funded projects are required to comply with applicable local, state, and federal regulations. Completion of this section is required.  This section will better assist with the  coordination of applicable permits.   
The North Carolina Recreational Trails Program is made possible through funding from the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) and the Federal Highway Administration. A requirement of MAP-21 is compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act, the Historic Preservation Act (Section 106), the Endangered Species Act and other federal, state and local environmental laws, regulations and Executive Orders. 
 
All applicants should provide the following information to help determine the proposed project's impact on the environment.  This information will be evaluated by SEPA (State Environmental Policy Act) to determine if this project is in compliance with federal and state rules and regulations.  Only projects found to be in compliance will be recommended for funding.  Additional information on the permitting process is available through NCDENR environmental assistance. The environmental permit requirements outlined below are not a comprehensive list of all potential permitting requirements. Due to the complexities of various permit regulations, applicants are encouraged to consult environmental regulatory professionals during the early stages of project planning/development.  Please note that compliance with environmental regulations can significantly increase the cost of your project.
Cultural Resources Review:
If applicable, pictures of structures required.
Environmental Assessment Document:
Environmental Assessment Note: Applicants should include 
locations of all known wetlands and waterbodies (streams, ponds, lakes) on site plans. 
CAMA Permit:
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Sedimentation & Erosion Control Plan:
*
Erosion and sedimentation control measures are required regardless of the size of the disturbance in order to prevent accelerated erosion and off-site sedimentation.
For more information: http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/lr/erosion 
Floodplain Permit:
USACE (404) & DWQ (401) Permits:
*
The potential for onsite wetlands can be determined by visiting the US Fish & Wildlife Services 'Wetlands Mapper' found at http:/www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html 
Note that wetlands mapping can be relatively inaccurate. If your project site is suspected to be near or in a wetland it is recommended that applicants have onsite wetland determinations/delineations conducted at the early stages of project development.
*
The potential for rare species occurrences can be determined by visiting the NC Natural Heritage Program's 'Virtual Workroom' mapper found here: 
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/nhp/nhp-map-viewer
 
AND The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) that provides a county by county listing of federally protected species found here:
http://www.fws.gov/raleigh/species/cntylist/nc_counties.html
Rare Species:
Dam Permit:
DWQ Riparian Buffer Permit:
For more information, see: http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/wq/swp/ws/webscape/contacts
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Trail Design Standards
The proposed trail project is being designed according to the following trail construction design standards:
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All maps should be sized to an 8.5 x 11" & .pdf format
NOTE: Be sure that all documents are in working order and are included on your CD/DVD to be mailed. Applications missing ANY required documents will not be reviewed for funding.
Please check each box indicating that you understand what attachments are required for this application and that you have included these with your application documentation. 
Recreational Trails Program Attachments
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“I am authorized by the Project Sponsor to submit this application and understand that this application will be evaluated on the basis of the information submitted, and the submission of incorrect information can result in this application being withdrawn from consideration."
Authorization
E-mail submission of this application is required.
 
Please complete this entire application. 
 
The application deadline is Friday, May 27, 2016 @ 11:59pm.  Email submission of this final application document including attachments in .pdf format is required by this date & time.
 
Save the file by selecting "Save As" and include your Agency's Name in the file name. Submit your application by e-mail, to dprstate.trails@ncparks.gov, as a separate .pdf document attachment. Also, include the REQUIRED documents as separate .pdf attachments to your e-mail submission. ALL submitted documents must be in .pdf file types. 
 
State Trails Program
 dprstate.trails@ncparks.gov
Submission of Application 
The State Trails Program is ready and willing to assist in the further development of specific projects which can be realized as construction ready grant projects. These sustainable, "shovel- ready" projects leverage local funds to develop trails and trail‐related recreational needs in an effort to provide low infrastructure economic development opportunities through natural resource tourism. 
As stated above, we are ready, willing and available to assist with technical assistance at all stages of the project from concept to completion.
Please submit any requests for assistance to NC Trails Program. The request will be logged and the appropriate staff member will contact you.  
We are looking forward to working with you on your project!
Questions & Requests for Staff Assistance
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